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2027 Summer Research Project Template
Help us present your project in a way that connects with the right students. Thoughtful, engaging descriptions tend to attract stronger and more suitable applications. Thank you for putting a project forward - these programs rely on your contribution, and we couldn’t do it without you.
	Section
	Description

	Project title
	Prevention of bloodstream infections for people with central venous catheters

	Hours & delivery

	20–36 hours per week. 6-week duration from 11th January 2027-19th February 2027. Based at the Frazer Institute Herston located on the Royal Brisbane and Women's Hospital campus. Remote working available.

	About the project (150–250 words)
	Central venous catheters are used to administer a range of medical therapies. Because these devices directly access the bloodstream, microorganisms may enter through the catheter and cause serious illness. Our program of research examines medical devices and clinical practices that prevent central venous catheter-associated bloodstream infections. Research methods include systematic literature reviews, hospital data analysis, and interviews with clinicians and consumers. Students will contribute to this program of research while developing practical research skills and an understanding of how evidence can be used to improve infection prevention and patient safety.

	What you'll do
(100-150 words)
	Students will contribute to research activities examining prevention of central venous catheter-associated bloodstream infections. Depending on the project needs, activities may include conducting and critically appraising a systematic literature review, analysing de-identified data, undertaking simple quantitative or qualitative data analysis, and contributing to interviews with clinicians and consumers. Students may also assist with constructing tables and figures to present findings and contribute to preparation of research outputs, including a journal publication. The specific activities undertaken will be matched to the students’ skills and the needs of the research project.

	What you'll learn (100–150 words)
	Students may develop skills in literature searching, research literature review and critical appraisal of published studies using recommended frameworks. They may gain experience in simple quantitative or qualitative data analysis, presenting research findings through tables and figures, and contributing to scientific writing. Students will also gain insight into research focused on infection prevention, clinical practice and patient safety, and experience working within a clinical research environment.

	Project outcomes (75–125 words)
	By the end of the project, students will have contributed to a defined research activity within the infection prevention and vascular access group. Expected outputs may include a completed literature review or analysis, tables and figures presenting results, and/or contributions to a manuscript or other research output. 

	Who should apply? (75–125 words)
	This project is suitable for second- or third-year undergraduate students or postgraduate students from nursing, dual degree nursing/midwifery, medicine or public health programs. Applicants should have an interest in infection prevention, clinical research, patient safety and/or healthcare improvement. An interest in developing research skills, together with the ability to work independently and as part of a research team, would be advantageous.

	Team & supervision (75–125 words)
	The project will be supervised by Prof Claire Rickard within the Infection Prevention and Vascular Access group, based at Frazer Institute Herston. Students will work within a clinical research environment with access to desk space, computing facilities and research mentoring. 

	Additional opportunities (optional)
	

	Additional requirements 
(if applicable)
	

	Contact
	Students may contact the supervisor before applying.

Direct enquiries to: __c.rickard@uq.edu.au_________________________
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