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2027 Summer Research Project Template
Help us present your project in a way that connects with the right students. Thoughtful, engaging descriptions tend to attract stronger and more suitable applications. Thank you for putting a project forward - these programs rely on your contribution, and we couldn’t do it without you.
	Section
	Description

	Project title
	Exploring measures of body morphology and inpatient skin integrity: A Scoping Review

	Hours & delivery

	For the Summer program, students will be engaged for 6 weeks only.
Hours of engagement must be between 20 – 36 hrs per week and must fall within the official program dates (Summer = 12 Jan – 20 Feb 2027).
This program will be offered in a hybrid format, requiring both on and off campus time.   

	About the project (150–250 words)
	During a hospital admission, patients are exposed to a range of person-specific factors that may increase skin vulnerability and the risk of pressure injury. Body morphology, adipose tissue distribution and sex can influence how weight is distributed when a person is lying in bed, and these characteristics may therefore be important when considering skin integrity.

However, body morphology is not consistently defined in the literature, and there is currently no standard classification for measuring overall body morphology. This scoping review will map and synthesise how body morphology is defined, measured and reported in relation to skin integrity and pressure injury outcomes among hospitalised patients. It will also identify gaps in the evidence to inform future research and clinical assessment.

The review will follow JBI scoping review methodology, use Covidence to manage screening and data extraction, and report findings in accordance with PRISMA-ScR guidelines. The project will give students practical experience in a structured evidence-synthesis project with direct relevance to inpatient care and pressure injury prevention.

	What you'll do
(100-150 words)
	Students will contribute to key stages of the scoping review process under supervision. Activities will include following a structured search plan, supporting search translation across databases, screening allocated titles and abstracts, reviewing full-text articles and documenting reasons for exclusion in Covidence.

Students will contribute to data charting and cleaning of the extracted dataset, identify patterns and gaps across included studies, and assist with preliminary descriptive analysis. They will also help prepare evidence tables, contribute to the PRISMA-ScR flow diagram, and develop a short synthesis summary of the findings. Where project progress allows, students will work with the supervisor to contribute to sections of a manuscript prepared in accordance with PRISMA-ScR reporting requirements.

	What you'll learn (100–150 words)
	Students will build practical capability in evidence synthesis, with a particular focus on scoping review methods. They will gain experience applying JBI methodology and PRISMA-ScR reporting requirements, using Covidence to manage screening and data extraction, and working within a structured and reproducible review process.
Students will develop skills in literature searching, screening, data charting, data cleaning, critical analysis and descriptive synthesis. They will also strengthen their ability to identify patterns, inconsistencies and gaps in the evidence, communicate findings clearly, manage research data, and meet agreed project milestones. The project will provide experience in both independent and collaborative research work and an understanding of how evidence synthesis can inform future clinical research and assessment.

	Project outcomes (75–125 words)
	By the end of the project, students are expected to have completed screening of allocated records, including title/abstract and full-text review with reasons for exclusion recorded in Covidence. They will contribute to a PRISMA-ScR flow diagram, an extracted and cleaned dataset, and preliminary descriptive analysis of the included studies.

Expected outputs will also include basic evidence tables and a 1–2 page summary to support synthesis of the review findings. Subject to project progress, students will collaborate with the supervisor on preparation of manuscript components, including a PRISMA-ScR-compliant abstract, methods, results, discussion and conclusion for publication.

	Who should apply? (75–125 words)
	This project is suited to students in Nursing, Master of Nursing (Graduate Entry), Nursing/Midwifery dual degree, Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy or Medicine.

Students should be comfortable following a structured research process and working with academic literature and basic computer applications. Strong communication, time management and interpersonal skills will be important, as students will need to meet weekly milestones and work both independently and collaboratively.

Analytical thinking will be valuable for summarising key information, identifying patterns across studies and recognising gaps in the evidence. An interest in evidence-based practice, skin integrity, pressure injury prevention, inpatient care or research methods would support success in the project.


	Team & supervision (75–125 words)
	The project will be supervised by Jessica Ingleman (Senior Lecturer, School of Nursing, Midwifery and Social Work) as the primary supervisor. 

Students will work closely with the supervisor throughout the six-week project, with regular guidance across screening, data charting, analysis, synthesis and preparation of review outputs.

The project is designed as a collaborative research experience while also providing opportunities for students to take responsibility for allocated tasks and meet agreed milestones. The program will be delivered in a hybrid format, with both on-campus and off-campus participation.


	Additional opportunities (optional)
	Students may have the opportunity to contribute to a manuscript prepared for publication from the scoping review. Depending on project progress, this may include contributing to the abstract, methods, descriptive results, discussion and conclusion.

The project also provides exposure to collaborative research processes, reproducible evidence synthesis and research data management, which may support future involvement in research or further study.


	Additional requirements 
(if applicable)
	No additional safety training, fieldwork, licences or checks are identified in the current project description.

Students will need reliable access to basic computer applications and be able to participate in the hybrid delivery model, including both on-campus and off-campus activities. They will also need to commit to the six-week Summer Research Program schedule and meet agreed weekly milestones.


	Contact
	Yes, students may contact the supervisor before applying.

Direct enquiries to: Dr Jessica Ingleman
Email: j.ingleman@uq.edu.au_______
________
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