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2027 Summer Research Project 

	Section
	Description

	Project title
	Beyond the Binary of Care: LGBTQIA+ Experiences with Nursing Care. A rapid review.

	Hours & delivery

	The paid project will run for six weeks from 11th January to 19th February 2027.  The expectation is that the student will work 30 hours per week (typically Monday-Thursday) in a combination model of on campus (St Lucia) and online. The successful student will have the opportunity to continue to participate through to publication of the manuscript. 

	About the project 
	The LGBTQIA+ community often encounter barriers to safe and affirming healthcare, including during interactions with nurses. These experiences can shape trust, engagement and overall wellbeing. Understanding how LGBTQIA+ individuals perceive nursing care is important for improving inclusivity and practice.

The aim of this project is to synthesise existing evidence on LGBTQIA+ individuals’ experiences of being cared for by nurses, identifying key themes, barriers and factors that support affirming care.

This project will use a rapid review of the literature, employing systematic search, screening, and synthesis methods to summarise current knowledge and highlight gaps relevant to nursing practice and education.

	What you'll do
(100-150 words)
	 The first step will be meeting with the librarian and establishing the search terms for the review and conducting the searches. Together with the team you will undertake screening, data extraction and analysis. Finally, you will contribute to the manuscript, drafting sections such as the introduction, methodology, results and discussion. 

	What you'll learn (100–150 words)
	You will learn important skills around searching for and critiquing evidence. Other skills will include analysis and presentation of findings and writing for publication. 

	Project outcomes (75–125 words)
	The expected output of this project is a published article in a peer reviewed journal. The successful applicant will be included as an author on the publication.

	Who should apply? (75–125 words)
	This project is ideally suited to a 2nd or 3rd year nursing student (Bachelor, Graduate Entry or Honours).  Whether you're thinking about postgrad study, a scholarship or simply want to stand out in your new graduate interviews — this is the experience that sets applicants apart. No prior research experience needed. Just curiosity, a commitment and a passion for inclusive care for the LGBTQIA+ community. 

	Team & supervision (75–125 words)
	You will be working with a small team of nursing academics; Bernadette Watson, Jacqui Jauncey-Cooke, Alison Bourke and Kelly Hooper. The team will meet at the beginning of the project and weekly meetings will be scheduled to discuss progress. You will be closely supervised by Berni and Jacqui.

	Additional opportunities (optional)
	We will also explore opportunities to present the findings at a local conference and discuss the potential to build on the project within an Honours program (if desired). 

	Contact
	Yes, students may contact the supervisor before applying.

Direct enquiries to: Berni Watson or Jacqui Jauncey-Cooke
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