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2027 Summer Research Project Template
Help us present your project in a way that connects with the right students. Thoughtful, engaging descriptions tend to attract stronger and more suitable applications. Thank you for putting a project forward - these programs rely on your contribution, and we couldn’t do it without you.
	Section
	Description

	Project title
	How can Visually Enhanced Mental Simulation (VEMS) support self-directed clinical skills learning among pre-registration nursing students? 

	Hours & delivery

	20–36 hours per week. Hybrid delivery, with a combination of independent research activity and on-campus engagement. Appropriate academic and supervisory support will be available on campus throughout the project, with specific attendance arrangements negotiated according to project requirements and the student’s research activities.

	About the project 
	The project will explore how Visually Enhanced Mental Simulation (VEMS), has been used to facilitate self-directed clinical skills learning among pre-registration nursing students. Of particular interest is how these approaches may enable students to independently access, repeat, rehearse or control aspects of their clinical skills development.

Understanding how these strategies are currently being used, and where gaps remain in the evidence, may help inform future approaches to nursing clinical education. Through a scoping review, the project will systematically map the existing literature, identify the types of simulation strategies being employed, examine their relationship with self-directed learning, and identify opportunities for further research and educational development.

	What you'll do

	The student will undertake a critical scoping review of the literature to explore the application of VEMS to support self-directed clinical skills learning among pre-registration nursing students. Working within an established scoping review methodology, the student will contribute to developing and refining the search strategy, identifying relevant literature across academic databases, screening studies against defined eligibility criteria, and systematically charting relevant data.
The student will collate and examine the literature to identify the application of VEMS approaches in nursing, how self-directed learning is incorporated into these approaches, the clinical skills being addressed, and the educational contexts in which they are implemented. Findings will then be synthesised to map the current evidence base, identify emerging themes and highlight gaps that may warrant further investigation.

	What you'll learn 
	Through this project, the student will develop practical experience in conducting a critical scoping review and gain an understanding of contemporary evidence-synthesis methodologies. This will include developing research questions and eligibility criteria, constructing database search strategies, screening literature, data charting, thematic synthesis, and identifying gaps within an existing evidence base.
The student will gain experience using research and reference-management tools such as EndNote, alongside evidence-screening and research-mapping platforms including Covidence and Litmaps. They will also develop an applied understanding of the PRISMA Extension for Scoping Reviews (PRISMA-ScR) and relevant methodological guidance for conducting and reporting scoping reviews. More broadly, the project will develop skills in critical reading, academic writing, research organisation, data interpretation, evidence synthesis, and communicating research findings to academic and professional audiences.

	Project outcomes 
	By the completion of the project, the student will have developed a completed critical scoping review protocol, including a finalised search strategy and critical appraisal framework, ready to guide the review’s data collection phase. The student will also produce a summary report outlining progress against literature screening and data charting completed during the project, and identifying preliminary themes relating to Visually Enhanced Mental Simulation (VEMS) strategies for self-directed clinical skills learning in pre-registration nursing education.

	Who should apply? (75–125 words)
	This project is suitable for: 
· Students enrolled in nursing or dual nursing/midwifery programs
· Students with an interest in clinical nursing education, pedagogy, research, or student learning experiences 
· Applicants who are organised, reflective, and comfortable discussing student perspectives in education.
 
No prior research experience is required, though basic familiarity with research methods is advantageous. 


	Primary Supervisor:
	Dr Thea Ogle 

	Additional opportunities (optional)
	

	Additional requirements 
(if applicable)
	

	Contact
	Yes, students may contact the supervisor before applying.

Direct enquiries to: t.ogle@uq.edu.au
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